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10/2 
Team Celebration  

Sunday 
 

10/3 
WMU 

Womenôs Ministry Lead-
ership Team Meeting 

 

10/9 
Super Sunday 

 

10/15 
JOY Fellowship to see 

Hello Dolly 
 

10/19 
Quarterly Business  

Meeting 
 

10/28 
JOY Fellowship Lunch & 

a Movie 
 

10/29 
Trunk or Treat 

 

 

Mark Your  

Calendar  

The Herald 

A place to belong...  

A place to become...  

 

Becoming a  

welcoming  

community sharing 

the  presence of 

Christ wherever  

we are...  

I 
 do have to say I had some doubts.  I watched the forecast and heard the 

weathermanõs fears of a rain-ruined Saturday.  I had to weather the uncertain 

possibility of our confirmed mission plans becoming unconfirmed.  I pulled into 

the parking lot amidst the misting rain and vacant spaces, and walked into a dark 

fellowship hall.  So I finally stopped, sat down, and began to converse with God.  

òLord, this is your day, your event, your doing and your will.  Bless this day, even 

when our mission seems impossible.ó  It was shortly after I had that conversation 

with God that this òye of little faithó got his answer.  As the doors opened and the 

people began to flood inside, the ominous clouds that had not moved outside but 

inside my mind, parted and Godõs plan became a reality.  One could say that the 

òSonó began to shine as children, some young as 2 years old, sat with senior adults 

and stood alongside of youth and parents as we held hands to bless the day and 

the missions that we were undertaking.  As I went from site to site I saw people 

working together and doing things that I never thought that I would see them do.  

There was painting and window washing, tree trimming and table favor making, 

and a whole lot of other projects being completed.  There was also something that 

I had hoped and prayed for happening, and that was seeing our people, to-

gether.  They were laughing and conversing, together.  Sharing in their lives, to-

gether.  Experiencing what it meant to become the hands and feet of Christ, to-

gether.  Together, we as a church family, made our Missions Possible Day a huge 

success.  To those who missed the event, we missed you and look forward to seeing 

you on our next Missions Possible Day.  To those who were present, thank you for 

beginning a new chapter in the life of RHBC.  As we continue to make these mis-

sion projects possible,  may we continue in the spirit of being the presence of 

Christétogether. 
 

Grace and Love,  
 



 

RHBC YouthRHBC YouthRHBC Youth   
W 

e had an absolute blast.  The RHBC Youth 

Group worked at Old Salem Days this year 

as a fund raiser.  We worked with Bobby 

Russell and the Salem Rotary to reserve a Hot Dog 

and Pepsi stand for the day.  Many of the youth and 

parents of youth, came out and worked hard to 

help serve the community while making a little 

money to support the youth.  Bruce Tomlinson, Pam 

Rorer, Bobby Russell, Hannah Sandwith, Jordan 

Waller, Steve Ferguson and myself started the day 

off at 7:30 AM setting up for the day.  That meant 

hooking up everything, getting the chili going, start-

ing the grill, getting all of the drinks iced down, ar-

ranging tables and more.  Things were slow for the 

first couple of hours, but by the time the Early Family 

showed up for the second shift, things were moving 

into gear.  We had an assembly line for hot dogs 

and the youth did a great job organizing all of the 

soft drink and water bottle distribution.   We were 

moving chili dogs like nobody's business and as fast 

as we could ice drinks down they were gone.  The 

beautiful day sure helped with sales.  At noon, 

Sarah, Rachel and Betsy Miller, along with Sarah 

Vandegriff, Jordan Waller, Hannah Sandwith and 

Bruce Tomlinson were running the show.  We were 

selling hot dogs as fast as we could cook them and 

even once had to stop sales while we could reload 

with a whole new rack of hot dogs.  The 2 o'clock 

shift showed up with Darek and Olivia Pullin, and 

with Bruce, Hannah and Rachel sticking out yet an-

other shift, and the return of Mark, Rhonda, Mason 

and Zach Early to help us catch up.  The big rush 

came at 2:30 PM when the Rotary folks decided $1 

hot dogs would start.  We went crazy with cooking 

and delivering as fast as they could be ordered.  We 

went through about 300 hot dogs in 2 hours and 

ended with a total hot dog sales in the neighbor-

hood of 600 and drink sales at around 32 cases.  Af-

ter 3 showers, I still smelled like grilled hot dogs.  Our 

youth group had a very successful day serving oth-

ers with a smile and also making a nice sum of 

money to support our youth group.  Thanks to all 

those that came out and helped. Also thanks to all 

of those that came out to support us with purchases.  

Another great day of fellowship and fun was had 

with the RHBC Youth Group.  God is goodéAll the 

time.  

Old Salem Days 2011  

David  



Reflection on the Holy  
By Paul Dakin  

T 
he word òholyó is one of those òchurch wordsó 

that we sing and hear often on Sundays. We 

might sing the classic hymn òHoly, holy, holy, Lord 

God Almighty, /Early in the morning our song shall rise 

to Thee.ó Or we might sing the contemporary song 

òOpen the Eyes of My Heartó which has as its chorus, 

òHoly, holy, holy, I want to see You.ó The choir sings 

anthems like David T. Clydesdaleõs òHoly Is Heó and 

Franz Schubertõs òSanctus (Holy, Holy, Holy).ó Every 

year during our Christmas Eve services, someone is 

likely to sing òO Holy Night.ó The word just seems to roll 

thoughtlessly off of our tongues without much 

consideration as to what we are really saying or 

considering what the word really means.  

 

The Old Testament word for òholyó is qodash . It 

means to be clean, to be pure, to be purified. Many 

times in the Bible, fire is described as a purifying 

agent. In the process of smelting metals, fire burns up 

impurities in the raw ore until only the pure metal 

remains. This refining process leaves nothing in the ore 

unchanged. Think of all the times in the Old 

Testament when God is associated with fire. The first 

thing that will come to many peopleõs minds will 

probably be the story of Moses talking with God 

through the burning bush in the desert (Exodus 3). 

Later, God led the people of Israel in the Wilderness 

by a pillar of fire at night (Exodus 13). In Zechariah 13, 

God says that He will bring His people into the fire to 

refine them like silver and to test them like gold. 

Malachi 3 provided Handel with a text that he artfully 

set for a bass soloist in Messiah: òWho can endure the 

Day of the Lord? Who can stand when He appears? 

For He will be like a refinerõs fireéHe will sit as a refiner 

and purifier of silver.ó The holiness of God can be a 

terrifying thing.  

 

The New Testament carries some of this same idea. 

John the Baptist came preaching that the Messiah 

would come, baptizing with the Holy Spirit and with 

fire (Luke 3:16).  A couple of chapters later in Luke 

12:49, our Lord declared, òI have come to bring fire 

on the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled!ó 

In 1 Corinthians 3, the image of fire is used by the 

Apostle Paul, stating that everyone will be tried by 

fire, testing the quality of each personõs life. All that is 

not godly will be burned away; only that which is 

pleasing to the Lord will remain.  

 

These scriptures (and a host of others like them) serve 

to remind us that the God we serve is not some kind 

of cuddly, warm -and fuzzy, teddy bear kind of God. 

No, the God we serve is mighty, powerful, awe -

inspiring, and most of all, holy. A holy God is like a 

holy fire. When we give ourselves to God, we can 

expect that the fire of His love will burn up the trash in 

our lives so that we can be remade, recreated, and 

recast in the image of His son, Jesus Christ.  

 

Being purged of our sin, in all its many death -dealing, 

life-denying forms, is not a pleasant experience. It is 

quite often a painful process. Many would shy away 

from it. More than 50 years ago, A. W. Tozer wrote, òI 

am finding that many Christians are really not 

comfortable with the holy attributes of God. In such 

cases, I am forced to wonder about the quality of the 

worship they try to offer Him.ó If it were true in his day, 

how much more true is it in ours?  

 

Take a few minutes to consider what the holiness of 

God means to you. In what areas of your life does the 

holy fire of Godõs love need to be brought to bear? 

How could that change your relationship to God? 

What difference could it make in our lives and in our 

church when we worship next Sunday if we 

acknowledge the true nature of Godõs holiness in our 

midst?  

*******  

I 
TõS FALL ! The lazy days of summer have given way 

to autumn and the beginning of another great 

season of music at RHBC. Ladiesõ Ensemble has 

begun rehearsing, Youth Choir has begun, and soon 

Chancel Choir will begin working on music for 

Christmas. Thereõs no better time to join a musical 

group than now. So why not consider what YOUR 

place in the Music Ministry can be?  

*******  

I 
 want to express my heartfelt thanks to those who 

have helped lead our music in worship this summer. 

After surgery on her right hand, our pianist Cathy 

Black has recovered after about two months of 

rehab and is now back playing for our services. Our 

organist, Judith Deos, is still recovering from her brain 

surgery in June and is still recuperating. She has been 

definitely missed, but she is on the mend. I am 

grateful to Rick Tomlinson for doing a marvelous job 

filling in for her during her absence. Thank you both ñ

it is a joy to work with you!  

*******  



 

 

W 
hen our children gather on Sundays to study 

their Sunday School lesson you might be 

surprised to see how little òsittingó they actually 

do!  The Elevate curriculum is designed to be interactive 

and to keep children engaged, so on any given morning 

they may be hopping, crab walking, racing to put 

together a Bible point or shooting a ball into a bucket.  

Regardless of the movement we are thrilled with the 

Bible points they are coming away with as a result!  

RHBC: The Future Generation  

Have you met Brannon Pittman? Brannon is a 5 year old who started kindergarten this fall at 

West Salem Elementary.  He attends church with his family; Megan and Patrick and sister Claire. 

His family recently moved here from the Waynesboro area.  Brannonõs favorite color is blue, he 

enjoys riding his bike and playing with Buzz Light Year which makes sense because Toy Story is 

his favorite movie.  If he could pick out his favorite food he would serve up chicken nuggets 

and French fries. Brannon comes to Mission Friends on Wednesdays, attends Sunday School 

and church on Sundays, but claims the playground is the very best thing about RHBC!  

By Cathy Harris, Minister to Children  

R 
ecently, one of our long time childcare coordinators òretiredó from her nursery work.  Jan 

Newcomb has wonderfully loved our children for more years than most of us can remember!  

Suffice it to say some of her nursery babies now have babies of their own! We are so thankful for 

Janõs years of service and welcome Emily Ferris as her replacement.  Although Jan requested no 

reception, please feel free to drop her a note or give her a call to thank her for her great work!  

As the Childrenõs Ministry team evaluated Trunk or Treat with the new 

òRevise, Revisit or Removeó motto, we decided it was time to revise!  

Although Trunk or Treat has gone well, it was not reaching as many folks 

as we had hoped and many of our families were left stranded at their 

decorated trunks unable to enjoy family time with their own children. So, 

Trunk or Treat will look a little different this year as we move it from 

Wednesday to Saturday, rearrange the schedule, and add some carnival 

type games.  A hot dog supper will be served in the Fellowship hall, the 

òtrunkersó (people who decorate their cars and give out candy) will be in 

the upper parking lot, and games and inflatables in the side yard.  We 

want the community to continue to realize that we encourage making 

memories as families together and we want to be the presence of Christ 

to those who come. Schedule will be as follows:  

 

6-7 games, food and activities  

7-7:30 trunkers will move to their decorated cars for òTrunk or Treató 

 

 

7 ways you can help with Trunk or Treat  

Sign up in fellowship hall lobby to be a trunker  

Donate candy in marked blue bins during month of October  

Sign up in fellowship hall lobby to help with a game for 30 minutes  

Sign up in fellowship hall lobby to help with meal serving and clean up  

Sign up in fellowship hall lobby to help park cars  

Invite your friends and neighbors to join us!  

Make a dozen cupcakes for the òCupcake Walkó 

 



WELCOME TO OUR FELLOWSHIP! 

Patrick & Megan Pittman  

Patrick & Megan are members of the Parents, INC Sunday School class 

and the proud parents of Brannon and Claire.  Megan also works with 

the school age children on Wednesday nights.  They join us by letter of 

transfer on September 25, 2011.  

WELCOME TO OUR FELLOWSHIP! 

Welcome Zach VanCuren  

Zach is a third grader at Montvale Elementary and the son of Mike 

and Lori VanCuren.  He joins us by profession of faith on September 

11, 2011.  He will be baptized on Sunday, October 2, 2011.  

WELCOME TO OUR FELLOWSHIP! 

Welcome Katie Major  

Katie is a member of the Parent, INC Sunday School class.  She 

and husband, Tom, are the proud parents of Cullen.  She joins 

us by letter of transfer on September 4, 2011.  


