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9/4 
Celebration Sunday 

 

9/5 
Office & Food Pantry 

Closed 
 

9/11 
Super Sunday 

 

9/12 
Womenôs Ministry Lead-

ership Team Meeting 
 

9/13 
Beth Moore Bible Study 
Begins: Beloved Disciple 

 

9/18 
Club 56 Scavenger Hunt 

 

9/23 
JOY Fellowship Lunch & 

a Movie 
 

9/24 
RHBC Missions Possible 

Day 

Mark Your  

Calendar  

The Herald 

A place to belong...  

A place to become...  

 

Becoming a  

welcoming  

community sharing 

the  presence of 

Christ wherever  

we are...  

Itõs a Sign! 

M 
aybe youõve noticed a new sign that reads a familiar text located near 

the glass entryway near the Youth Suite and elevator.  The portrait, cre-

ated and painted by well -known artist Michael Podesta 

(www.michaelpodesta.com ), cleverly displays our churchõs mission statement, re-

minding all who enter that we are òA Place to Belong, and A Place to Become.ó  

The design of the statement was created to show that we are a òplaceó where 

Godõs hands and feet are clearly 

seen working, worshiping, and cele-

brating, and òsharing the presence 

of Christ wherever we are.ó  The col-

ors of the portrait represent that we 

are a welcoming community, wel-

coming all who enter from all walks 

of life.  The painting was commis-

sioned by a church member who 

asked to remain anonymous.  What 

a blessing it is to have members of 

this church who devote themselves 

to finding ways of spreading Godõs 

love through making our church 

beautiful.  

 

 
 

H 
ave you been by to see our new 

Media Center?  Have you been 

in a meeting in our new Confer-

ence Room?  Maybe you have, but if 

you havenõt, youõll definitely want to 

visit sometime soon to thumb through a 

book, check out a resource, log on the 

internet, or simply sit and chat with a 

friend.  Many thanks to those who 

helped with the new spaces, especially 

to Susan & Mike Kirk, Cheryl Turner, 

Louise Myers, Penny Horsley, and Matt 

Jacobson.  All of your hard work of 

painting, moving books, and catalogu-

ing titles really paid offéit looks GREAT!  

 

 

 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Shhh....Youõre in a Library (and a conference room) 



 

RHBC YouthRHBC YouthRHBC Youth   
I 

f you were to ask one of the 

members of the youth group to 

tell their favorite story from their 

trip to Boston, MA, you may want to 

first, pull up a chair and get com-

fortableéthey have a lot to share!  

From August 24 -30, 12 youth and 3 

adult chaperones, called the cam-

pus of Gordon College in Wenham, 

MA home.  While taking part in a 

Missions Week through PASSPORT, 

Inc., we were introduced to several 

smaller cities outside of Boston such 

as Beverly and Gloucester.  Each 

day we would begin with breakfast, 

morning devotions, and group Bible Study before head-

ing off in various modes of transportation to our desig-

nated mission sites.  Every night, youth would share experi-

ences from their mission sites.  Tales would range from the 

work they did, the new friends they made, and especially 

the people who they met and whose lives they were 

changing.  There were stories of 

Kelly Myers clearing a forest to 

make way for a baseball field, 

Hannah Sandwith washing a bus 

to make sure it was ready for a 

new school year, and even Mason 

Early wielding a machete to beau-

tify a park that had been overrun 

by the throws of urbanization.  

There were also fun times of Linda 

LeFever dancing before Evening 

Devotions, Jamie Smith teaching 

youth how to dance the òTootsie 

Roll,ó and Olivia Pullin and her 

many nicknames.  The running 

theme that appeared amidst the humor and fun times, 

was the fact that they understood that lives were being 

changed, relationships with God were growing, and 

bonds of friendships were being made, not only in the 

hearts and lives of the people of the Boston area, but 

theirs.   

Sharing Our Lives in òBah-stunó 

A 
 couple of weeks ago, the youth gathered on the 

church grounds to have fun and fellowship.  It 

turned out to exceed all expectations.  We had 25 

kids show up to play volleyball, 4 -square, bocce ball, in-

door table games, eat ice cream and have an amazing 

water balloon fight.  We had a load of visitors and I be-

lieve everyone had a blast.  We had 18 on the volleyball 

court at once and adding in twists such as saying names, 

colors, and animals as you were hitting the ball, added 

many laughs to the evening.  I discovered that Rachel 

Miller's friends are crazy, that Mason Early may be the best 

water balloon player I have ever seen, that Corey Sayers 

jumps every time he hits the volleyball.  I discovered that 

Jordan Waller makes me laugh just by doing nothing, Am-

ber Morgan is very sweet, but doesn't want anyone to 

know it, that Kellie Busic is very graceful and that Sarah 

Miller is very competitive.    The thing that I discovered the 

most is that we have some incredible youth.  The newer 

youth to the group are great leaders already and that the 

RHBC Youth group is thriving with love and spirit.  It was 

definitely a FUN night and a great opportunity to bring a 

friend and fellowship.  P.S. ð Mason Early, I owe you big 

time for hitting me so many times with water balloons.  I will 

get you back when you least expect it.  

Youth Fun Night  

David  



Art Is the Weapon  
By Paul Dakin  

S 
ometimes one finds inspiration in the most unlikely 

places and when one least expects it.  

 

A couple of weekends ago, I attended a rock concert in 

northern Virginia with my family. None of the three bands 

on the bill were bands that particularly excited me, but my 

sons Will and Raleigh really wanted to go. And I figured I 

owed it to them since I had dragged them to see Bob 

Dylan twice over the last few years.  

 

As rock and roll shows go, it was fairly typical for a 

nationwide -sized tour. There was live and recorded video 

on the Jumbotron screens on both sides of the stage, dry 

ice smoke, computerized lights, lasers, and, of course, 

really loud music. Nothing seemed particularly out of the 

ordinary or exceptional, 

except perhaps for one 

lead singerõs bright pink 

hair.  

 

A few songs into the set 

by the second band, 

my attention was 

drawn to the bass 

player. He was wearing 

a white sleeveless t -shirt 

with the words òART IS 

T H E  W E A P O N ó 

emblazoned on the 

front in big blue letters.  

 

Art as a weapon ñthatõs a concept I had never 

considered. I remembered that the famous folksinger 

Woody Guthrie had a sticker on his guitar that read òThis 

machine kills fascistsó, but this seemed somehow different. 

Could art (and therefore music) be a weapon? What kind 

of weapon? What could it do? Could music be used as a 

weapon in the service of Christ?  

 

A couple of scripture passages came to mind. 2 

Corinthians 10:4 tells us, òThe weapons we fight with are 

not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have 

divine power to demolish strongholds.ó Ephesians 6 is the 

famous chapter which tells us to take on òThe full armor of 

God, so that you can take your stand against the devilõs 

schemes.ó It later describes the various pieces of spiritual 

armor the Christian possesses. The only weapon mentioned 

in the passage is òThe sword of the Spirit, which is the Word 

of God.ó That does not mean that there could not be 

other weapons, though. Maybe music could be one of 

those.  

 

Music performs at least four vital functions in the life of the 

church and Christian believer:  

 

 Worship . Music helps us to articulate our prayers, 

praises, and thanksgivings to God. Thus it helps to 

keep our hearts and minds focused on the 

goodness of God and gives voice to our feelings. 

Rightly sung, rightly played, and sensitively 

interpreted, music can help to usher us into Godõs 

presence.  

 

 Education . When our music correctly interprets and 

illumines the scriptures, it teaches us the way of 

Christ and helps us in our daily endeavor to serve 

the Lord. òI have hidden Your word in my heart that 

I might not sin against You.ó (Psalm 119:11) Music 

serves as an easy way to hide the Word in your 

heart.  

 

Proclamation . The singing of 

truths from the scriptures helps 

us in a tangible way to 

proclaim that truth to others. It 

is no accident that every 

great revival in history has 

been accompanied by an 

outpouring of new expressions 

of Christian song. We 

proclaim the gospel to others 

(and  to ourselves) every 

week when we sing and 

when we play godly music.  

 

 Ministry . When we sing 

and play music that exalts Christ, then we are 

encouraging one another with the truths that we 

share. Music can reaffirm to us that we are not 

alone in our struggles to do what is right and to be 

God -honoring in our lives. We can rejoice in the 

knowledge that we have brothers and sisters, 

singing right along beside us, to help us on our 

spiritual journey.  

 

Is music a weapon with which the Christian can fight? 

Absolutely! Music is a valuable weapon in our battle with 

the enemy without and the enemy within. òFor our struggle 

is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, 

against the authorities, against the powers of this dark 

world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 

places.ó (Ephesians 6:12) My prayer is that you will use this 

weapon this week in your endeavor to be more Christ -like 

in your daily walk with God.  



W 
hat happens when a large group of preschoolers 

spend an hour and a half learning that we should 

pray like Daniel did?  One grandmother reported 

finding her granddaughter kneeling beside the den sofa, 

when she inquired if she was okay, her reply was simple, òI 

am talking to God - that is what we learned tonight.ó  She 

then proceeded to go home and òteachó her two year old 

sister about prayer.  People will often ask me, òCan young 

children really 

learn about 

God?ó  Oh they 

most certainly 

can!  It is a great 

privilege of my 

job to see little 

hearts unfold to 

the wonders of 

our Lord. It could 

be a great 

privilege of yours 

as well if you are 

willing to step 

out and teach 

children.  This 

year Brenda 

Wi ckes  a nd 

Cindy Peoples 

told the Bible 

Story in a tent on 

safari -probably 

not something 

either one of 

them imagined 

t h e m s e l v e s 

doing!  However, I think for the both of them, they were 

pleasantly surprised by how much the children could 

actually learn!  Maybe you have been considering serving 

with children?  We are always looking for willing hearts and 

hands for Sunday mornings or Wednesday nights, so come 

see me, email or call -you just may be surprised at what God 

can do in the heart of a child (no matter what the age)!  

RHBC: The Future Generation  

Have you met Taniyah Farris? Taniyah is a 5 year old starting kindergarten this fall at 

Booneõs Mill Elementary.  She often attends church with her grandmother, Pat Farris. She 

has one sister, Trinity and she loves to teach her the Bible stories she learns at church.  She 

enjoys singing and always has a huge smile.  She prefers vegetables and fruits and would 

order a salad over pizza any day.  Her favorite TV show is Dora the Explorer.  She loves to 

come to church and calls Sunday School, òBible Studyó which is a wonderful way to think 

about it!  

The Power of a written blessingé.. 

 

R 
ecently I met with families of rising third graders as we 

participated together in the Take It Home event 

entitled, òMy Bible.ó  This event is designed to 

introduce children and their parents to a òrealó Bible versus 

a childrenõs Bible which may not contain all the biblical 

narrative.  We talk about the uniqueness of the Bible and 

how it is a book we will study our whole life long.  We do 

some Bible trivia, and learn that parents are still learning as 

well. Children decorate their own Bible covers while parents 

have an opportunity to write a blessing in the front cover of 

their childõs new Bible. As parents begin to formulate just 

what they want to say as they write a blessing, it can be a 

very emotional thing.  Just what can we say to encourage 

our children to let Godõs Word be their guide?  How can we 

convey what a wonderful source of strength and comfort 

Godõs words have been to us?  As I shared with the parents 

this month, there is something very powerful in a written 

blessing.  Often in our busyness and stressful days we are 

remiss in expressing our desires, hopes, prayers and dreams 

for our children.  Perhaps you grew up in a family system 

that didnõt express things verbally, or who assumed you 

knew how they felt.  Regardless, all of us could benefit from 

taking time to give a written blessing.  I once read about a 

mom who wrote a birthday blessing every year to her 

children.  She expressed ways she had been praying for 

them in the past year and how she had seen God answer.  

She included scripture appropriate to her childõs individual 

situation and how she saw them growing in their faith.  I 

remember thinking what a wonderful idea but I am too late, 

my children are half grown.  My only solution was to modify 

this suggestion which I did by writing a graduation letter to 

my children including the ways I had prayed for them over 

the years, as well as encouragement for the future.  As I 

wrote these letters I cried, laughed and prayed. I hope it will 

be something they hold dear.  There is power in a written 

message, perhaps it is that it can be read and reread.  

Maybe, it is the thought that goes into writing rather than 

the often unsaid or too quickly said spoken word.  Whatever 

it may be, take time this year to write a blessing for your 

child, on their birthday, for New Yearõs or to mark a special 

occasion.  We have seven students entering kindergarten. 

What a great time to record your thoughts and prayers as 

they will be a blessing one day!  There is power in a written 

blessing-both for the writer and the recipient!  

By Cathy Harris, Minister to Children  



WELCOME TO OUR FELLOWSHIP! 

Welcome Julianna Jenkins  

 

Julianna is a rising 4th grader and the youngest daughter of Scott and Andre 

Jenkins.  She is also the granddaughter to Randy and the late Almeta Jenkins.  

She joins us by profession of faith on July 31, 2011.  Julianna will be baptized on 

Sunday, September 4, 2011.  

WELCOME TO OUR FELLOWSHIP! 

Welcome Jason & Courtnee Bishop  

Jason & Courtnee are members of the Parents, INC Sunday 

School class and are the proud parents of Abby (3 1/2 years 

old) and Claire (7 months).  They join us by letter of transfer on 

August 14, 2011.  

Mark your calendar for RHBC Missions 

Possible Day!  Join us from 9am ñNoon 

on September 24th to participate in any 

one of several missions projects.  All 

ages are welcome and there is some-

thing for everyone!  More information to 

follow!  




