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8/5 
JOY Fellowship  

Attic Productions 
 

8/7 
Celebration Sunday 

8/12 
Girls Night Out 

8/14 
Super Sunday 

8/19 
Outdoor Movie Night 

 

8/20 
A Concert for Missions 

 

8/24 
1Life Starts 

8/26 
JOY Fellowship  
Lunch & a Movie 

Mark Your  

Calendar  

The Herald 

A place to belong...  

A place to become...  

 

Becoming a  

welcoming  

community sharing 

the  presence of 

Christ wherever  

we are...  

Living Our 1Life Together  

 This past month in the life of RHBC we have experienced all sorts of emo-

tions; from happiness and celebration, to deep sadness and loss.  I will have to 

confess that this past month has been tough on me as your pastor.  I have had to 

stand tall as the spiritual leader of the congregation, while at the same time, ex-

perience the same sense of loss that all of you have felt.  Many of you have seen 

my vulnerable side as I performed the funerals of two òsaintsó and two good 

friends.  Some of you have also seen my silly side as we sang and danced to songs 

at Camp R.O.C.K.  I was amazed by the faith of the children and the dedication 

of the volunteers.  We have watched movies together on the lawn and shared the 

presence of Christ with new friends in the community.  Together, we have made 

sacrifices in our adoption of the Over & Above Challenge to not only pay more on 

our mortgage, but to aid in securing a permanent Minister of Music.  And through 

it all, weõve been together.  You have been there with and at times, for me, as I 

with you.  We have laughed together, and we have cried together.  I have held 

you, and at times you have had to hold me.  I say this to point out, that in these 

tragic moments and exciting times, we have been a true family, sharing our lives 

together through thick and thin.  We have witnessed one anotherõs faults, weak-

nesses, and imperfections. But we have also seen each otherõs strengths, charac-

ter, and genuine love.  We have grown closer this month in many ways and we will 

continue to grow because of it.  One thing that we have learned this month is that 

we have but only one life.  One life, given to us by God, to be used to strengthen 

and grow His Kingdom, to make and teach disciples, and to live it according to 

His will.   

In August, we will kick off our Wednesday Nights once again; however, 

there will be some noticeable differences.  From time changes, menu selections, 

and class options, we would like for you to continue living and sharing your one life 

with us.  All of these tweaks and additions are being made not to enhance our 

Wednesday Night programming, but to help and aid you in living your ò1Lifeó the 

best way you can.  Every 6 weeks you will have the opportunity to select from a list 

of course offerings that interest you or speak to where you are in your life journey.  

At the conclusion of those 6 week classes, you have the opportunity to switch 

around and take other classes that will help you make the best of your ò1Life.ó  

Such classes include, but are not limited to, Bible Study, Faith & Film, Finding Peace 

in Finances, Marriage Enrichment, Grief Care, etc.  Hopefully you will see that 

there is a class for you.  You may even see that thereõs a class/course that you 

would like to facilitate or teach.  Later this month youõll hear more discussion on 

ò1Lifeó and its course offerings and times. 

Even though this month has been difficult, full of its ups and downs, it has 

been a good month, and will stay with me for a long time.  We have shared our 

souls with one another.  We have laughed and carried on.  I have been with some 

of you in the darkest of hours and deepest of pain.  We have been real with one 

another; we have walked on holy ground, and we have stepped aside and let 

God lead.  We are growing spiritually, and deeper in our relationships together 

and with God.  This is new, great, and excitingéliving our ò1Lifeó togetheréone 

day at a time!  

Yours in Christ, 



 

RHBC YouthRHBC YouthRHBC Youth   
Wow, God is so good.  The RHBC Youth had another 

great Mission Tour in 2011.  We started the trip by spending 

our first day at Busch Gardens, having a fun day of rides and 

shows but the day was capped off with an amazing Christian 

Concert by Matt Mahr and Casting Crowns.  It was incredible 

to worship with 4,000 other be-

lievers as roller coasters 

screamed in the background 

and God was in the fore-

ground.  After the theme park 

we loaded up the bus and 

drove an hour to Ingleside Bap-

tist Church in Norfolk, where we 

met Pastor Chris for a tour of 

what would be our residence 

for the week.   

 Sunday morning we got 

up and had breakfast and 

made our way to an amazing 2 

hour worship service.  The 

church had a praise band and 

the multicultural congregation 

was warm and welcoming.  We 

sang praise and worship songs, 

heard many prayers and had 

numerous speakers throughout the service.  We learned that 

the pastor was heading to Syria on mission at the completion 

of the service.  We ended our Sunday with an afternoon trip 

to Virginia Beach where we played in the surf and also sur-

vived two large rain storms.  No lightning made it possible to 

play in the water during the rain and not worry about getting 

wet.  

 On Monday morning the work began.  We pulled into 

the Boys and Girls Club at 9:00 AM ready to work.  Well, we 

thought we were, until we walked in to 240 children waiting 

to jump on us, hit us with dodge balls, sit on our laps, climb on 

us, hang on us, sing to us, want to be held, played with, 

stretched, etc.  They were very active children, but our group 

got right down in the trenches and went to work.  I was 

amazed at how fast the RHBC youth joined in and became 

part of their lives.  Raleigh Dakin, Laura Erke and Allison Hamil-

ton were the first to dive in and sit in the floor and with in sec-

onds they were covered with kids.  I think Sarah Miller won the 

award for the most kids on her at once with 13.   Corey 

Sayers, Kelly Myers, Samantha Russell, Sarah Miller and Bran-

don Lusk took on the teens in a dodge ball game, while Halie 

Farris joined Allison Hamilton and Laura Erke with the youngest 

group.  It was fantastic to see how those girls bonded so 

quickly with those 6 year olds and it was as if they had been 

there for a year.  It was amazing to see Kellie Busic, Jordan 

Waller, Olivia Pullin and Rachel Miller interacting with the chil-

dren and leaders in such a caring loving manner.  They 

bonded and became attached to those kids in no time at all.   

I can honestly say, that God was visible in the relationships 

that those youth made with the Boys and Girls Club in Virginia 

Beach.    

 God works in wondrous and amazing ways.  Linda 

Busic, Betsy Miller and Steve Ferguson worked together with 

rotating youth to clean out 

two very large, very messy stor-

age areas at the center.  The 

leadership team truly had no 

idea what resources they had 

because they were all in large 

piles in these rooms.  By the 

end of the week, these rooms 

looked like a department 

store.  Everything was on 

shelves and in separate cate-

gories.  These rooms looked 

amazing and the director was 

so excited that they could find 

everything, she began crying 

when she saw the work that 

had been done.  There was a 

great deal of baseball equip-

ment that the director gave to 

us because they didn't use it.  

This is how God works.  When we got back to the church for 

dinner that evening, I invited one of the deacons to have 

dinner with us, but he could not because he was headed to 

a meeting to figure out how the lower income recreation 

center he was working with was going to be able to buy new 

sporting equipment when they were just about out of money.  

Yes, we donated the equipment to them and God is so 

good.   We were able to do a few fun things in the evening 

as we went out on a 72 foot yacht around the Norfolk harbor, 

we spent an evening at a large shopping mall where the girls 

thought they were in heaven and one night we had some 

very competitive volleyball games on the church's front lawn.  

 Our group was busy all week.  On top of spending all 

week loving on kids and working in the storage areas,  Steve 

Ferguson, Betsy Miller, Raleigh Dakin, Brandon Lusk and Jor-

dan Waller even went to the main office in Norfolk and 

painted an office and a conference room to help make their 

working environment better.  We enjoyed an amazing week 

of service to others and we gained some new friends.  We 

also taught a large group of children that God loves them 

and that our youth were willing to take a week of their lives 

and spend it with them.  I want to thank the adult chaper-

ones for giving of their time and resources to join us on this trip 

and especially, Steve Ferguson who drove over 800 miles and 

kept us safe. Our youth made God very proud on Mission Tour 

2011 and we want to thank RHBC for all of your prayer sup-

port and financial support.    Thanks for sending this group out 

into the mission field.  God is goodéAll the time.   

2011 Youth Mission Tour  



The Greatest Sin In Church Music  
By Paul Dakin  

 Several years ago, I took part in a conference that was 

held at a church belonging to another Baptist association. 

During a break, we were all invited into the churchõs gym for 

some refreshments. While we were enjoying our snacks and 

chatting with one another, the praise team from a sister 

church performed a 25 minute mini -concert. I had heard from 

some of my friends and colleagues familiar with this group that 

they were really good. In fact, they had the reputation of 

being one of the best praise teams of any church in the area. I 

was eager for the opportunity to get to hear them.  

 

 The group was comprised of 8 members. There were 

four singers (two men and two women), all of whom seemed 

to be in their late 20õs or early 30õs. The band was comprised of 

four instruments ñdrums, bass, electric guitar and keyboard, 

played by guys who appeared to be in their late 30õs or early 

40õs. I knew a few of the songs that they played, though the 

majority of the songs were new to me. The sound and balance 

were very good, particularly since they were playing in a gym. 

(Gyms are notorious for having poor acoustics.) The vocalists 

blended exceptionally well together. The songs were tightly 

arranged and obviously well -rehearsed. The set of music that 

they played was a nice mixture of mid -tempo songs with a 

couple of faster songs as well. The performance was smooth, 

polished ñand incredibly boring.  

 

 I am sure that the singers all sang the correct pitches 

and rhythms with excellent diction, but they sang devoid of 

any kind of emotion or feeling that communicated much of 

the songõs intent. The band had a drummer who seemed to 

be too laid back to ever really let loose and a guitarist who 

played with little passion or imagination. Even the up -tempo 

songs fell flat in generating much excitement or enthusiasm 

from the audience or even from among the performers 

themselves. Honestly, it was all I could do to keep myself from 

yawning in the middle of their concert. It seemed to me that 

they could have been any average òlite rockó band playing 

at any average lounge or local dance hall. For all its polish 

and musical precision, it was a drab, listless performance.  

 

 As far as I am concerned, they were guilty of 

committing the greatest sin possible in church music ñthey 

were boring. The great 20 th Century Baptist preacher Carlyle 

Marney once wrote, òWhatever you say about this gospel, you 

cannot call it dull. Anywhere there is dullness in its 

presentation, it is the presenter who is dull. The Christian faith 

staggers the imagination. It is the most stirring drama that has 

ever excited humankind.ó Marney was doubtlessly referring to 

the discipline of preaching and proclaiming the Word in his 

remarks, but I think that the same thing goes for church music 

as well. Music that does not arouse in us a sense of celebration 

of who God is or does not open us up to a renewed sense of 

awe and reverence in the presence of the Creator, or does 

not move us to a deeper understanding of who we are in 

Christ is a disservice to the Gospel. It is our task to dig deeply 

into the poetry we sing, and into the music that we play, in 

order to pull out from it the eternal truths and insights that it 

contains. And then, we have to faithfully communicate those 

truths and insights through our God -given musical abilities, 

reflecting the glory of the God in whose image we are 

created. It does not matter if the medium is a four chord 

gospel rock praise and worship song or a traditional choir 

anthem or hymn. It makes no difference if the song is loud or 

boisterous or quiet and reflective ñthe goal is still the same.  

 

 Of course, we need to recognize that we live in the 

real world. We will not attain that lofty goal every time with 

every song in every instance. It is unreasonable to expect a 

òmusical Epiphanyó each Sunday morning. Letõs face itñ

nobody bats 1.000 in anything. Even Babe Ruth ñlong 

regarded as one of baseballõs greatest hittersñcould not do 

that. In fact, in practically every season in which he led the 

major leagues in home runs, he also led the league in 

strikeouts. (Itõs trueñyou can look it up!) But The Babe is not 

remembered as a strikeout king ñhe is remembered as a 

home run hitter. That is the goal for which we as church 

musicians strive.  

 

 I believe that it dishonors our Lord and the gospel 

when, as a matter of course, our musical performances 

consistently belie the exciting and profound prospect of what 

it means to have new life in Christ. Yes, we may occasionally 

sing some wrong words or have poor diction making the text 

less intelligible than we would want. We may play or sing some 

bum notes or wrong rhythms from time to time. We are fallible. 

Not every performance will be among our best. However, we 

ought to òswing for the fencesó each Sunday. And let it never 

be said that we are without passion for our music and without 

passion for our Lord. That is the greatest sin possible in church 

music.  

*******  

 Many thanks to the Chancel Choir for their good work 

this summer! After having taken the unprecedented step of 

voting to rehearse and sing throughout the summer months, 

they have backed up their commitment by being faithful in 

their rehearsal attendance and Sunday participation week in 

and week out. While folks are naturally gone during some 

weeks for well -deserved vacations, family reunions, mission 

trips, and lots of other things, overall choir participation has 

remained constant and even grown some during the summer 

months. No òsummer slumpó here! Thanks again to our choir 

members for their dedication to the Lord and RHBC during 

these days!  

*******  

 I also would ask you to keep our Chancel Choir and 

music ministry in prayer in the days ahead. Choir members 

who have had surgery over the last couple of months include 

Judith Deos -Burke, Cathy Black, and Sharon Blevins. Please 

pray for their continued recovery. Many thanks to Rick 

Tomlinson for playing the organ and accompanying the choir 

in Judithõs stead during this time. It has been a blessing to work 

with him.  Also pray for those in the music ministry who have 

lost loved ones in recent days, that the Great Physician will 

bind our wounds and bring healing where there is hurt and 

grief.  



 

RHBC: The Future Generation  

Have you met  Maddie Jenkins?  Maddie is a rising 6th grader heading to 

middle school this Fall. She recently participated in  

Passportkids at Wingate University and asked if she could stay another 

week.  She is the middle daughter of Scott and Andre Jenkins and the 

granddaughter of Randy and the late Almeta Jenkins. She plays soccer, 

loves to try new things, and discovered she enjoyed acting in dramas at 

camp.   

Childrenõs Retreat is always such a fun time for 

our younger students (1st -3rd grade) to learn 

about being away from home, how much 

God loves them and what church family 

means.  We spent two nights and 3 days at 

Alta Mons in June and savored every moment!  

Passportkids for our 4th -6th graders  was 

June 29 thru July 2nd at Wingate Univer-

sity.  The children learned how to Ask, 

Seek, and Knock, in Bible Study, Celebra-

tions, Worship and Rotations as well as 

devotions.  Here they are dressed for the 

òReformed Cruise Line Pirate Partyó! It 

was a wonderful time.  

Camp Rock!  
July 10 - 13 



Thank You For Your Faithfulness to RHBC  

 

Through July 24, our Financial Secretary has received 48 (forty -

eight) pledge cards for a total of $109,453 .  This is 73% of the 

$150,000 goal.  These pledges represent an average gift of 

$6,080 over eighteen months which is an additional $1,403 

each week.   

The side lawn has provided entertainment for all ages 

this summer  from water night for our children, to the 

summer celebration sponsored by our Deacons to 

Camp R.O.C.K.  But for the first time in RHBC history, 

what is normally a grassy knoll used for the children, 

morphed into a welcome mat for the community as we 

hosted our first òCommunity Outdoor Movie Night.ó 

 

An idea suggested by the Womenõs Ministry Team, assisted by the Recreation Team, what was once just brick 

became the òbig screenó and after an hour of fellowship, sno-cones and popcorn, the (sun)lights went down 

and Toy Story 3 began.  

 

There were over 100 in attendance and as a result we have welcomed new visitors not only on Sunday morn-

ings, but in Camp Sonshine as well.  Due to the overwhelming success, RHBC will host another òCommunity Out-

door Movie Nightó on Friday, August 19th. 



 

With Pam 

Corn Salad  
1 bag frozen corn (thawed)  

1/4  red pepper chopped  

1 cucumber chopped  

1/4 red onion chopped  

1/2 cup mayo  

Salt & pepper  

David,  

 

I just wanted to send you a quick electronic note to say thank you for all the great work you and your Church volun-

teers did for our organization last week.   When I got back from taking my son to the United States Air Force Academy 

to start his 4 year career there, I walked into an Admin Office that had a fresh coat of paint in Keavy Dixsonõs office 

and our Board Room.   The colors are terrific, and everything sparkles.   Thank you for the great work.   We also appreci-

ate everything you did at the Rosemont Unit.   The kids want to know when youõre coming back! 

 

Please thank your group for us.   We are grateful for your support.  

 

Best regards,  

 

Dave  

 

David M. Zobel  

Acting Executive Director  

Boys & Girls Clubs of Southeast Virginia  

Carmel Apple Salad  
3 to 4 small apples chopped  

1 can crushed pineapple  

1 box butterscotch pudding  

1 8oz container of cool whip (thawed)  

1/2 cup dry roasted peanuts  

1/2 cup miniature marshmallows  

 

Mix pudding with pineapple.  Add cool whip.  Stir well.  Add  

apples, marshmallows, and peanuts.  Mix well and serve.  

Hope everyone is having a great summer!  Here are a couple of recipes for warm nights or cookouts.  


