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6/5 
Graduation Sunday 

6/12 
Super Sunday 

6/15 
Summer Celebration Night 

6/16 
Childrenôs Retreat 

6/18 
Youth Mission Tour 

6/24 
First Day of Summer 

6/24 
JOY Fellowship 

Lunch & a Movie 

6/30 
Childrenôs Passport 

 

 

 

Mark Your  

Calendar  

The Herald 

A place to belong...  

A place to become...  

 

Becoming a  

welcoming  

community sharing 

the  presence of 

Christ wherever  

we are.  

O 
ver the past few weeks our 

church has experienced 

numerous emotions, but 

one thing has remained clear; we 

are a church body dedicated to 

òsharing the presence of Christ, 

wherever we are.ó  Through the 

celebrations of expectant births, 

the sicknesses that seem to be 

growing daily, and the deaths of 

beloved members, RHBC has been 

there as a family, to celebrate, to 

support, and even to cry along 

with.  Just the other day one 

church member commented to 

me, òPreacher, I feel like Iõve been 

run through the ringer.  One day 

Iõm happy, the next day I worry, 

and then the day after that Iõm 

overwhelmed with tears.ó  I nod-

ded in agreement and they con-

tinued, òbut the good thing is, 

weõre experiencing all this stuff to-

gether.ó  That church member had 

it right!  How true, we are  all in this 

together.  Together as a church, 

together as brothers and sisters in 

Christ, and together as a family, 

together, being and doing church.  

Over these past weeks I have seen 

you in the homes of those who are 

stricken with grief.  I have wit-

nessed you jumping for joy and full 

of excitement at hearing of future 

births.  I have watched as you care 

for those in need and have seen 

how your footprints still linger on 

the doorsteps and in the drive-

ways.  I have viewed from afar as 

you hold the hands of complete 

strangers and pray for them.  Iõve 

noticed you in the hospital rooms 

and how your simple words of 

òhelloó have gone into a room, 

opened the blinds, fluffed the pil-

lows, and warmed the soul.  I have 

seen how you have come along-

side one another and lifted one 

another up, reassuring to cast bur-

dens and worries beside.  All of 

these things are merely examples 

of how we have shared the pres-

ence of Christ wherever, when-

ever, and whatever situation weõre 

in.  If youõll forgive me for bragging, 

I think we are a great church, do-

ing the things that we are called to 

do, and Iõm excited at what the 

future holds for us!  I am SO happy 

to be the pastor of a wonderful 

and caring congregation.  There 

may be a few bumps in the road 

ahead, but one thing is certain, we 

definitely are òa Place to Belongé

and a Place to Become,  a wel-

coming community, sharing the 

presence of Christ, wherever we 

are.ó 
 

Yours in Christ, 

Sharing the Presence of Christ...Wherever We Are  



 

RHBC YouthRHBC YouthRHBC Youth   
O 

n May 1, 2011, the youth was 

given the privilege of leading 

worship.  This was my first ex-

perience with this.  The youth put in 

many hours of their Sunday afternoons 

to prepare.  May 1st finally came.  We 

showed up at church at 9am to prac-

tice.  Then it was time to do it for real.  

I was giving a testimony and I was so 

scared, I felt sick.  We sang the song 

òAmazing Loveó and I was hoping the 

song would go on forever.  Then I went 

up to the music stand.  It was like no other feeling.  I 

waited on David to tell me when to go.  Finally, I told 

God it was for Him and I began.  Once I was finished, 

everybody stood up and clapped.  It was the best 

feeling ever.  Spencer Lovegroveõs testimony followed 

and it seemed to go along great with mine.  After-

wards, I was in tears from such a 

great service.  The greatest part of all 

was all the hugs I received, all the 

support, and all the tears I saw.  

 

Several weeks after the service, I still 

receive hugs, support and it is 

GREATLY APPRECIATED!  Thank you 

Rosalind Hills for your unconditional 

love.  A special thanks to David Miller 

for dedicating your time and money 

into us!  Thank you for your frustrations 

and your hard work for us.  Thank you to everyone for 

the hugs, support, and time for me!  Thanks is just a 

little word for what has been done for me.  

 

~Amber Morgan  

2011 Co -Ed Youth Volleyball  

T 
his year's team 

lost a great deal 

of athleticism 

last year due to 

graduation, but what 

we lost in athleticism, 

we gained in heart.  

The RHBC Youth Coed 

Team had some new 

comers, and some 

great returning energy 

and fun.  Kelly Myers 

was the team leader. She was the one that nagged me 

about not having enough practices and the team needing 

more work.  She absolutely loves the team, loves to play, 

loves to spike and also loves to win.  Sarah Miller led the 

team in aces and she often had to pull back on her serves 

so as not to hurt players on the other team.  Many players 

from the other teams ran from her serves.  Rachel Miller fol-

lowed in her sister's footsteps with the volleyball bug and 

really brought great experience and leadership to the 

team, leading the team in digs.  The player that had the 

most fun this year was a newcomer, Trez Ball.  He had a 

smile on his face the entire season and whether he was spik-

ing the ball or falling down and the ball hitting him, he 

showed joy in all he did.  We had some part time players 

due to school athletics and music in Hannah Sandwith and 

Olivia Pullin, but both were really disappointed when they 

couldn't be there and really helped the team when they 

could make it.  Jordan Waller just kills me.  She has so much 

fun in everything she does, and that is no different on the 

volleyball court, except when she is losing, not many smiles 

then.  Kellie Busic and a 

new addition, Brandon 

Lusk worked so hard to 

be better players and 

what a difference from 

the beginning of the 

season.  Kellie Busic 

turned in to a great 

server, which is a long 

way from her struggles 

to get the ball to the net 

3 months ago.   It only 

took three games for Brandon Lusk to realize you are sup-

posed to hit the ball back, not catch it. Samantha Russell 

finishes out this year's team, and she brought a definite level 

of commitment often running from softball practice to vol-

leyball games and getting there just in time to play.  She 

brought her athleticism from one field to the court and was 

a key player in this year's team success.  We finished the 

season with 13 wins and 8 

losses and had many 

laughs and few injuries, so I 

would say it was a great 

success.  Thanks to all of the 

parents that came out and 

watched and ran kids all 

over town to get them to 

practice and games.  Our 

team really made RHBC 

proud with their commit-

ment and sportsmanship.  

Thanks to the kids for an-

other great season.  



What Will Your Verse Be?  
By Paul Dakin  

O 
ne of my favorite movies of all time is 1989õs Dead Poets 

Society. If youõve never seen it, I would heartily 

recommend it. If it has been a while since youõve seen 

it, you may wish to see it again, as it is one of those movies that 

reveals new levels of meaning with repeated viewings.  

 

 As you may recall, the story 

takes place at an exclusive New 

England preparatory school in the late 

1950õs. A charismatic English teacher 

named John Keating (masterfully 

played by Robin Williams) uses some 

unorthodox classroom methods to 

kindle a love of literature in his students 

and to challenge them to think for 

themselves. The film was nominated for 

4 Oscars that year and won for Best 

Original Screenplay. It also brought the 

Latin phrase òCarpe diem!ó (òSeize the 

day!ó) into popular culture. 

 

 In one of the movieõs pivotal scenes, Mr. Keating is 

teaching a class on poetry when he begins to sense boredom 

and resistance from some of the boys. He stops in mid -lecture 

to get the students to òhuddle upó with him in the middle of 

the classroom. Then he delivers this impassioned speech about 

the importance of poetry:  

 

We donõt read and write poetry because itõs cute. We 

read and write poetry because we are members of the 

human race, and the human race is filled with passion. 

Medicine, law, business, engineering ñthese are noble 

pursuits and necessary to sustain life. But poetry, 

beauty, romance, love ñthese are what we stay alive 

for. To quote from [Walt] Whitman, òO me, O life of the 

questions of these recurring, of the endless trains of the 

faithless, of cities filled with the foolish: what good amid 

these, O me?ó The answer? That you are here. That life 

exists, an identity. That the powerful play goes on and 

that you may contribute a verse. That the powerful 

play goes on and that you may contribute a verse .  

What will your verse be?  

  

 I would like to paraphrase Mr. Keatingõs speech to 

provide some food for thought about the role of church music 

in our worship and in our lives:  

 

We donõt sing hymns and do music in church because 

itõs cute. We sing and perform music in church 

because we are members of Christõs Church, and the 

Church is filled with the need to express our praises, 

and our faith, and our witness. Preaching, 

benevolence, missions ñthese are noble pursuits and 

necessary in order for the Church to be faithful to her 

Lord. But worship, thankfulness, prayer, and praise ñ

these are the things that nurture and feed and heal 

usñ the things that help to keep us spiritually alive. To 

quote from Whitman, òO me, O life of the questions of 

these recurring, of the endless trains of the faithless, of 

cities filled with the foolish: what good amid these, O 

me?ó The answer? That you are here. That you are 

called by God to be a member of Christõs Church. That 

the powerful song of the church goes on and that you 

may contribute a verse. That the 

powerful song of the church goes 

on and that you may contribute a 

verse . As a follower of Jesus, what 

will your verse be?  As part of the 

larger body of Christian believers 

worshiping and serving the Lord 

around the world, what will our 

churchõs verse be? 

 

*******  

I  
n a break with what has been 

done in the past, the Chancel 

Choir has voted to continue 

through the summer rehearsing on 

Wednesday evenings and singing on Sunday. I am delighted 

and humbled at the dedication of the members of our choir 

and their willingness to offer their best to the Lord and to you 

each week as they lead worship in season and out of season. 

Beginning on Wednesday night June 22, the time for the 

Chancel Choir rehearsal will be moved to 6:30 and will end 

around 7:45.  During the summer, schedules sometimes relax a 

bit. This summer might be a perfect time for you to give 

Chancel Choir a try. Whether you are a veteran former choir 

member or someone who has never sung in a choir before, 

weõve got a place for YOU. No auditions or tryouts are 

required. All that is necessary is a desire to serve the Lord and 

RHBC with your voice. The Chancel Choir has done a lot of 

marvelous and remarkable work over the last nine months. In 

the weeks and months ahead, you can expect even more 

great Christ -honoring music. Why not become a part of it? If 

you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

*******  

I  
 want to convey my thanks to some folks who have made 

special contributions to the music in our worship services 

over the last month:  

 

Many thanks to Nancy Lehardy for her work in organizing 

the handbell ringers to play on the anthem òOn the 

Third Dayó on Easter Sunday morning. Thanks also to 

Annie Lehardy, Betsy Miller, and Samantha Russell for 

playing.  

Thanks to Brandon Lusk (drums), Stephen Hancock (bass), 

and Marcel Lehardy (guitar) for playing in the praise 

band accompanying the Youth Choir.  

Thanks to Rick Tomlinson for his help and expertise in 

keeping our organ in good shape.  

Thanks to those who have done solos: David Clark, Brian 

Hancock, and Cathy Black.  

And as always, thanks to Judith Deos and Cathy Black for 

their hard work and dedication in playing organ and 

piano for our services. They help to make my job a lot 

easier!  



Whatever happened to 

VBS? 

 

L 
ast year our 

Childrenõs 

Ministry Team 

took a hard look at 

VBS and decided to 

think outside the box 

and try something 

completely new!  The 

results were Camp 

Sonshine and Camp 

R.O.C.K.  We were 

overwhelmed with the support and the 

turnout for our new ideas and look 

forward to another summer of exciting 

games, worship, fellowship and more.  

We also learned what we can do 

better. Camp Sonshine is tailored to the 

preschooler age 3 -5.  We have 

shortened the time (2 hours to 1 and ½) 

and amount of days (5 to 3) to 

accommodate the attention span of 

the children as well as the endurance of 

their families!  This year preschoolers will 

head to the African plains of the 

Serengeti Trek on July 26 -28, 6-7:30pm to 

learn that they can talk to God, tell 

about God and 

love God. Some of 

the workers from 

last year had this to 

say about Camp 

Sonshine, òI had no 

idea a three year 

old could learn the 

words of a song so 

quickly and learn 

the Bible points -I 

was amazed at 

what they learned 

in such a short 

period of timeó.  

One of the parents 

shared that even 6 

months later her 

daughter was still 

singing the songs 

and could tell her 

the Bible stories.  

 

Camp R.O.C.K. was 

an experiment in 

taking everything 

that hadnõt been working with VBS and 

replacing it with things we knew kids 

had responded to in larger camp 

experiences.  This involved being willing 

to be silly in front of children (just ask 

David Williams), having some messy 

challenges, huge games, and creative 

Bible telling. David overheard someone 

say about camp, ò"Are you always 

having fun at this church? I think 

everyone here is just so nice, even if you 

don't go to this church." We also 

learned and have made a few 

adjustments to Camp R.O.C.K. and plan 

on 4 exciting nights, July 10 -13, 6:30-8:30 

nightly. Even though the workers said 

one of the things we loved about 

Camp R.O.C.K. is that we felt like we 

could have gone several more nights 

compared to being so worn out after 

VBS, financially shortening the week 

made sense.  Designed for school age 

children our goal is for the kids to feel 

excited about bringing their friends to 

their home church (R.O.C.K. Reaching 

Other Children for the Kingdom ). One of 

our first year workers said she loved to 

see the kids smiling faces as they came 

in to the opening celebration singing 

silly songs and 

hitting beach balls. 

Another said she 

would never forget 

how the kids 

worked to learn 

their Bible verses so 

their leader could 

wear the ògolden 

Bible awardó. 

So donõt miss out 

this summer!  We 

are looking for 

adults and youth who are willing to 

have fun, be silly, sing a little, play a little 

and love a lot!  If you are interested in 

helping to òstaffó either Camp Sonshine 

or Camp R.O.C.K., please contact 

Cathy Harris.  We need group leaders, 

craft people, game people, snack 

people, registration folks, clean up and 

set up folks, Bible story tellers and skit 

participants.  Love to lead worship? We 

need you to as well!  You may find like 

Cindy Johnston did that the hardest 

thing about camp was when it was 

ending!  

RHBC: The Future Generation  

Have you met Aryea Ayers?  
 

A 
ryea is a sixth grader at Woodrow Wilson who is a great student! Aryea lives with 

her grandparents Jessie and Gary as well as her brother, Kaylor. She has been 

participating in church activities for years including various camps, Sunday 

School, missions, and most recently Club 56.  Her favorite experience has been music 

camp at Eagle Eyrie as Aryea enjoys playing and singing music. She has a wonderful 

smile and we will miss her as she moves up to the youth group (even though she canõt 

wait to get there)!  



W  
hat an awesome team we had on Saturday for the Postal Food 

Drive!!!  We brought together 19 of our college students and adults 

for a great afternoon of work and fellowship as we unloaded sorted 

and loaded several thousand pounds of food to go to Feeding America South-

west Virginia. This food will go a long way  in helping to feed the hungry in our community. Thanks to the volunteers, 

our Food Pantry will receive 500 pounds of free food as well as be able to purchase additional food  at a greatly re-

duced price. Thanks team for a great job and also for performing it mostly in the rain!!!   

T 
hanks to all who partici-

pated in the May 14th 

Church Wide Work Day!  

There were 15 people who gave 

of their time completing such 

tasks as removing the old swing at 

the side of the building, removing 

the overgrowth between the 

apartment complex and the 

church grounds, weeding the 

flower beds at the entrance to 

the Childrenõs Sunday School 

Wing, washing doors, door 

frames, stairs and cleaning the windows in the Cross-

over.  We even had all of the AC Units serviced!  There 

are still many small jobs that need to be done on the 

grounds and in the building if you have some free time.  

Please contact the office to see how you can help!  

Sunday School  

D 
o you ever get tired of hear-

ing bad news? Whether it's 

the state of the economy or 

the state of the church, we seem to 

be bombarded with naysayers, pes-

simists and doomsdayers. It can 

really wear you down if you find 

yourself struggling in life or ministry as 

it is. I don't know about you, but I 

am tired of hearing people blare 

out the dark picture -especially when it comes to issues of 

faith development and church ministry.  

 

We live in some of the most exciting times ever for Chris-

tians. God is moving across the face of this earth in un-

precedented ways. Incredible things, which should send 

our souls soaring and our spirits praising our amazing God, 

are happening on every continent. And God has not for-

saken America, nor your community, your ministry or you. 

Take heart in some of the great things happening.  

 

BELIEVE IT! - SUNDAY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE IS UP 

 

Barna Research Group just gathered information showing 

that 24% of USA adults responded that they attended 

Sunday School in the past seven days, which is up from 

20% in 2008. This is the highest percentage since 1991, 

with the exception of 2002 when it was 25%. That means 

that we have significantly more adults attending Sunday 

School now than at any other point in the past 19 years! 

Sixty-two million adults stated they attended Sunday 

School in the past seven days. This means that the total 

number of adults attending Sunday School has grown 

from about 45 million to more than 50 million, and per-

haps to as many as 55 million adults! Wow! I don't hear 

the bell tolling the death of Sunday School in those num-

bers. In fact, it suggests we must be doing some things 

right. Remember that when adults attend Sunday School, 

their children are in Sunday School too!  



 

With Pam 

Sausage Roll Ups  
1 lb sausage  

8 oz Cream Cheese  

1/4 c chopped onion  

2 cans crescent rolls  

 

 

Comments from the Church Family  

ò[We] want to say a great big Thank You to 

[the youth] for an awesome and meaningful 

service last Sunday....this was the best the 

youth have done on Youth Week since we 

have been at Rosalind Hills.ó 

òThe message was so inspirational [Youth 

Sunday] and gave me a feeling of not 

only belonging to RHBC but to God.ó 

O 
ur senior adults are on the move and  bringing a 

lot of JOY to me and to one another.   We ARE 

"just older youth" and love to get together every 

month for lunch, good fellowship  and a movie.   We 

really enjoy our outings to Fincastle where we have sup-

per  together at Bellecino's and  then off to the theater  to 

see a play at Attic Productions.  In addition to the social 

activities   our "older youth"  are also on the move for 

GOD.   They serve, not only  in the missions of our  church, 

but many share the love of Christ  in many other are-

nas.  Stay tuned for some highlights of how the  senior 

adult  segment of our church  family is servings others out-

side these walls....in ways that might surprise you!    Let's all 

do our best to serve Him.   

- Sarah 

 

Brown sausage and onion.  Drain.  Stir in cream cheese well.  

Roll out crescent rolls.  Spread mixture on crescent rolls.  Roll jelly 

roll style.  Wrap and refrigerate overnight (or 30 minutes in the 

freezer). Slice and bake at 325 for 12 -15 minutes or until brown.  

Yields 40-45 

A special thank you to Rosanne Saunders, Susan Kirk, Betsy Miller, Fern 

Henry, and Joyce Ferguson.  You are a blessing.  Thanks for your help.  



June 2011 

Welcome, Travis Newcomb  

4375 Garst Mill Road Apt. D  

Roanoke, Va. 24018  

The son of Jan Newcomb and the grandson of 

Wayne & Mary Johnson, Travis is no stranger at 

RHBC.  He is a member of the College & Career Sun-

day School Class and joins our fellowship by profes-

sion of faith on May 23, 2011.  

 

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

29 
9:00 AM  Awakening Service  
9:45 AM  Bible Study 
11:00 AM  Second Worship 
Service 
12:15 PM  Church Family in 
Prayer 
12:15 PM  Youth Missions 

Tour Parents Meeting 

30 
Memorial Day  
OFFICE CLOSED 
10:00 AM  Food 

Pantry CLOSED 

31 
10:00 AM  Staff 

Meeting 

1 
5:15 PM  Family 
Night Supper - 
Salad & Sand-
wiches 
6:00 PM  Park 
Night-youth and 
children 
6:15 PM  Bible 
Study 
7:15 PM  Chancel 

Choir Rehearsal 

2 
10:00 AM  Food 
Pantry Open 
7:30 PM  Softball 

@ Moyer Field #1 

3 4 

5 
9:45 AM  Bible Study 
11:00 AM  CELEBRATION 
SUNDAY Service-Graduation 
Sunday 
12:15 PM  Church Family in 
Prayer 
12:15 PM  Publicity Meeting 
12:30 PM  Passport parents 

meeting 

6 
10:00 AM  Food 
Pantry Open 

12:00 PM  WMU 

7 
10:00 AM  Staff 
Meeting 
6:30 PM  Softball 
Game @ Moyer 
Field #1 

8 
5:15 PM  Family 
Night Supper - 
Creamy Chicken 
Pasta 
6:00 PM  Water 
Night-youth and 
children 
6:15 PM  Bible 
Study 
7:15 PM  Chancel 

Choir Rehearsal 

9 
10:00 AM  Food 
Pantry Open 
5:00 PM  Sewing 
Guild 
6:30 PM  Finance 
Meeting (with Stew-
ardship Team) 
6:30 PM  Softball 
Game @ Moyer 
Field #1 

10 11 

12 
COMMUNION 
SUPER SUNDAY 
9:00 AM  Awakening Service  
9:45 AM  Bible Study 
11:00 AM  Second Worship 
Service 
12:15 PM  "Town Hall" Meeting  
12:15 PM  Church Family in 
Prayer 
2:00 PM  Food Pantry Steering 
Team 
3:00 PM  Missions 
3:30 PM  Publicity Meeting 
3:30 PM  Recreation Team 
4:00 PM  Deacon Meeting 
5:00 PM  Church Council 

13 
10:00 AM  Food 
Pantry Open 
7:00 PM  Alpha-
Omega Bible Study 
for Adults 

14 
Flag Day  
10:00 AM  Staff 

Meeting 

15 
5:15 PM  Summer 
Celebration Night 
7:15 PM  Chancel 

Choir Rehearsal 

16 
Children's Retreat 
10:00 AM  Food 
Pantry Open 
6:30 PM  Softball 
Game @ Moyer 
Field #4 

17 

Children's Retreat 

18 
Children's Retreat 
Youth Mission Tour 

19 
Father's Day  
Youth Mission Tour 
9:00 AM  Awakening Service  
9:45 AM  Bible Study 
11:00 AM  Second Worship 
Service 
12:15 PM  Church Family in 

20 
Youth Mission Tour 
10:00 AM  Food 
Pantry Open 
7:00 PM  Alpha-
Omega Bible Study 
for Adults 

21 
First Day of Sum-
mer  
Youth Mission Tour 
10:00 AM  Staff 

Meeting 

22 
Youth Mission Tour 
6:30 PM  Chancel 

Choir Rehearsal 

23 
Youth Mission Tour 
10:00 AM  Food 

Pantry Open 

24 
Youth Mission Tour 
12:00 PM  JOY 
Fellowship - Lunch 
& Movie 

25 

Youth Mission Tour 

26 
9:00 AM  Awakening Service  
9:45 AM  Bible Study 
11:00 AM  Second Worship 
Service 
12:15 PM  Church Family in 

Prayer 

27 
10:00 AM  Food 
Pantry Open 
7:00 PM  Alpha-
Omega Bible Study 
for Adults 

28 
10:00 AM  Staff 

Meeting 

29 
PassportKids 
6:30 PM  Chancel 

Choir Rehearsal 

30 
PassportKids 
10:00 AM  Food 

Pantry Open 

1 

PassportKids 

2 

PassportKids 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Rosalind Hills Baptist Church 
2712 Brandon Avenue 
Roanoke, VA 24015-3308 
540.344.7888 phone 
540.342.6915 fax 
rosalindhills.org 

 

Not receiving the eHerald on Thursdays?  Contact Heather in the church office to have your name added to the distribution list! 

W 
hat are you committed to?  Maybe itõs your career, your family, or your friends.  Perhaps itõs keeping to a schedule or to 

reaching a personal goal.  Hopefully, for all of us, it would involve being committed to our faith.  When God calls us to be 

committed, are we too attached and tied down with other things to add God to our schedule, or do we add God first and 

let Him be the one to manage our time and involvement?  Join us each week as we seek to discover our purpose and level of com mit-

ment that God has in mind for us.  

 

 

 

 

 

Coming this Fall  


